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SUPPLEMENT TO 


1. General Observations 


The new organizational getup of the Czechoslovak Army is basically different 
from the 1939 model and follows the lines of the Soviet Army, The cavalry 

has been broken up into four half=regiments and no longer stands as a separate 
branch; its place has been taken by the-arnored force. Major units (divisions, 
shock divisions, and brigades) are nunbored consecutively without regard to 
their special nature, It appears that even tank brigades are nunbered along 
with other units. 


2. ferritorial Oreanization 


a. The entire Czechoslovak Army is divided anong four territorial commands 
known as "OV's" (Oblastni velitelstvi). Their headquarters are located 
in the following cities: OV 1, Prague; OV 2, Tdbors; OV 3, Brndés OV 4, 
Bratislava. , 


b, The commanding general of OV 3 is General Novak, Tle emerged from World 

' War I as a colonel at the ape of 26. He has commnded only artillery 
units and does not have a particularly broad military knowledge, especially 
in the direction of major units. 


ec. The commanding general of OV 4 is General Siriea, who is a nere figurehead 
and totally incapable of leading an arny. Assigned to him for this reason 
is a very capable deputy, General Tallavanya. 


a. Every OV has one or two army corps under its direction. These are popu= 


larly known as "SV's" (sborovd velitelstvi). The territorial distribution 
of these corps is as follows: 


1) QJ: SVL, headquarters at Litomdiice 
SV II, headquarters at iradec KrAlovd 


2) QV.2: SV ITI, headquarters at Plzen 
3) OW.3: SV IV, headquarters at Brno 
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4) Gg: SV V, headquarters at Trenc{n 


e, In peacetime these corps do not have headquarters staffs in the ordinary 
sense of the word, but have amorphous groups of officers attached to 
No exact information is available on the organization of Czech 


then. 
Army corps. 


Divisional Distribution 


The divisions and brigades listed below ars known to have their headquarters 


at the following places: 


Ist Infantry Div. (peed divise) 
and. Infantry Brt, 


3rd Shock Div. 


Geske Budd jovice 


de (p84 brigdda) Pisek 


Gy 


chla divise 
tt v7 ] 


KromsrfZ or Olomoue 


_ Ath 4 " Zilina 

5th w tt tt tt Prague 

6th Infantry Div. (pis divise) Brno | 

7th Infantry Briczade (pési brigdda) Novy Ji¢in 

Sth Shock Div. (rychla divise) Kolin 

Oth Infantry Div. (p$si divise) Nitra 
10th * &f “ of Kodice 
llth "a Plgen 
12th =o” " 1 4 Litomdtica j 
13th uv n " " Mlada Boleslav (7?) 
Uth " € " " Karlovy Vary 

antry Shock Division Headquarters 


a. Commanding General 
Deputy CG 
Chief of Staff 
Staff sections ¥ Py 
Inspectorate (actually office of the political commissar) : sprava oavety 


Rear echelon 


$ 
3 
4 
3 


$ 


velitel divise 

zdstupes velitele divise 
nécelnik stabu divise 
oddgleni #tabu 


velitelstv{ tflu 


b. Division headquarters are divided into the following sections: 


Staff Section 1 
Staff Section 2 
Staff Section 3 


Staff Section 4 


Staff Section 5 


ae G¢ a 


Operations (operacni oddelen{) 
Intelligence te ravoda jake’ odd.) 
Cormanieations (spo fovadi oddSlend), which may not 
exist in peacetime gt 
Organization and mobilization (orcanisatn{ oddélenf 
a mobilisaéni odd.) ‘ 
Counter-intelligence (bezpetnostni zpravodajstvi — OBZ) 


¢. The rear echelon consists of the divisional service branches (sluzby divise), 
the medical section (sdravotni sluzba), the administrative 


which include: 


section (intendanténi), the veterinary section (veterindréka sluzba), the 
ordnance section (technozbrojn{f sluzba), the motor maintenance section 
(automob. slu%ba), and the chaplains section (duchovn{ sluzba). The divi- 
sion also has a specia 
(hospodérskd sprava). 


1 services office (pomocnym{fad) and a supply section 


A Czech infantry division consists of three infantry regiments (pes{ pluk), 
an artillery regiment (d&lostYelecky pluk), and a motorized anti-tank artillery 
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regiment (délostrelecky pluk), and a motorized anti-tank artillery battalion 
(motorisovany protitankovy délostfelecky oddil) with 72 mm. ems. An in- 
fantry division consists of no other units in peacetime. Service branches, 
a aig ete. are maintained by the territorial commands (OV's) or corps 
SV's).- 


Service Branch 


a. Thea engineers (Zenijni vojsko) consist of four brigades (Zenijnf 
prigdday , one to a territorial command. The first brigade is located 
in Litomé#ice: the location of the second brigade is unknowns the third 
is in Kromériz; the fourth is distributed between Bratislava and Komarno. 
The exact composition of the engineer brigade is unknowm, but it probably 
consists of three to four battalions (Zenijni prapory’. 


b. The Gzech signal corps (spojovaef{ vojsko) consists of five signal regi- 
ments (spojovact pluk) which are stationed in the following towns: 


1st Sirnal Regiment Benesov 

2nd Signal Reginent Jidin 

3rd Signal Regiment Brno | 

4th Signal Regiment _ Trencin e 
5th Signal Regiment Pardubice, Kutnd Hora, and Ruzyne 


ce. The 5th Signal Regiment has a special function: the training and assign- 
ment of personnel to various headquarters, especially the central head= 
quarters with its messaza centers and outlying telegraph, telephone, 
teletype, and radio stations. In time of war, the Sth Regiment would 
organize the various signal units for the gentral headquarters and for 
the divisions and brigades of the army. The teletype network of the army 
signal corps was in the main taken over from the German Wehrmacht. Most 
of the machines were manufactured by Siemens, but some Czech Tesla machines 
are gradually being put into operation. Difficulties in the procurement 

of metal from Austria have held up production. | 


The Gzech Air Force (letectyo) 


ao This is a separate self-contained entity with its own general staff, the 
chief of which is Lieutenant General Vicherek. There are four air force 
divisions (letecke divise) with areas of responsibility corresponding to 
those of the four army territorial commands (0V's). The lst Air Force 
Division has its headquarters in Prague; the location of the headquarters 
of the 2nd Division is unknown; the 3rd Division has its headquarters at 
Brnos and the 4th Division is at Trenéin. Aside from these, there is a 
depot (letecky park) at Nitre and a replacement regiment (letecky’ nahradni 
pluk) at Vysoke Myto, The latter fills all the mobilization and replace— 
ment needs of the revular units, so that these consist entirely of fight- 
ing personnel to the limits of the tables of organization. There is a 
Jack, however, of fully-trained personnel, ospecially in the higher grades. 
Materiél is also in short supply. 


b. There are no ranking air foree officers at the territorial command head- 

quarters (OV's)s only one air force officer is attached to each OV in an 
_ advisory or liaison capacity. Air force regional commands (leteck? oleruh) 

have also been set up, but their function 1s not yet clear. It is known 
that Air Force Regional Command 3 (letecky okruh 3) is established at 
Bratislava and consists of administrative, meteorological, and motor main- 
tenance sections. Command 3 may have some connection with the OV-4 head- 
quarters at Bratislava, but if this is the case, it is peculiar that it 
should bear the desipnation "3" and not "4". 
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ec, The construction of airfields is a function of the Ministry of Trans- 
port, which works with the advice of an Air Foree specialist. 
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d: Each air force division consists of three air force regiments (letecky 
pluk), The 4th Division, which is located at Trencin under the com 
mand of Colonel Lisicky’, has been detailed the following subordinates: 
ist Regiment (at Zvolen), 2nd Regiment (at Picstany), and a third regi~ 
ment with an unknown designation fat Vajnory). 


e, A Czech air force regiment is divided into a mumber of squadrons (letka) 
which are in turn divided into sub-units called "letecky roj" and con- 
sisting of perhaps five planea each, There are no formations correspond- 
ing to the American wing in the Czech Air Force, , 


f£, Airfields are located at the following placas: Kbely, Rusyns, Chrodim, 
Pardubice, Havlitiuv Brod, Geské Buddjovice, Plzeh, Mimo, Brno, Prerov, 
Olomoue, ProstSjov, Malacky, Vajnory, Tri Dubi, and Bozfdar. The Air 
Force headquarters at Prague have teletype connections with Kbely, Brno, 
and Trenéin, and all airfields have teletype contact with one or another 
of these three message centers. All fields in Bohemia are linked up with 
Kbely, in Moravia with Brno, and Slovakia with Trenéin. The air force 
firing ranges are located in Malacky. 

g. The Air Fores Academy at Hradec Kralove gives a three-year training 
course, Flight officers and non-commissioned officers are graduated 
after two years, There is also a school for pilots at Sternberg which 
provides a two-year course. Practical work during the second year is 
undertaken at Olomouc airfield. 


ho fa radar station was put into operation at Khely airfield on 1 January 
1949. Similar stations will be set up at the othor fields and will be 
operated by women with Soviet Army training. The radars were set up by 
the signal corps colonel, Engineer Teply, who studied radar electronics 
in England during 1946. The apparatus is being built by Firma Tesla. 
It has also been reported that a "radar train" 4s standing in a siding 
at the Brno railway station. Its purpose ip not know,.tu%t it is used 
for the testing of apparatus in various parts of the country. | 


4, A paratroop battalion (paddkovy prapor) consisting of infantry volunteers 
is stationed at Mimon. 


This consists of one tank corps, the headquarters of which is at Olomouc, 

The corps is divided into four tank brigades, The headquarters of one bri- 
gade is at Sternberg; anothsr is at Moravské Trebovd; a third is at Turtansky 
Sv. Martin; and a fourth may possibly be at Milovice. Armored force unites 
are stationed at !‘ilovice, Sternberg, Moravakd Trebova, Znojmo, Turcansky Sv. 
Martin, Hranice, Olomouc, and Vysoke’ Myto. Maneuver areas have been set up 
Milovice, Sternberg, and Turgansky’ Sv. Martin. 


Cavalry (iezdestvo) 


This is no longer a: separate branch of the army; individual cavalry units 
are subordinated to infantry commands. The element now consists of one bri- 
gade with a headquarters at Pardubice. This brigade is divided into four 
half-regiments, one of which is assigned to each territorial command (OV). 
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irainine Grounds 

Armed maneuvers play an important part in the activities of the now Czech 
Army. Every soldier spends at least four months of his conscription period 
at one of the training grounds. These are, located at Milovice, Mimon 
Sangeberg, Boletics, Dédice, P¥{bram, Ledt, and Malacky. All training 
grounds have teletype connections with the message center of the supreme 


head 
oer cet pal - Army in Prague XIX, President Benes Square, Building 
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